
Digital Physics  

"Many scientists are now taking seriously the possibility 

that all of reality is being computed by a short program."  

-Jürgen Schmidhuber, the Director of the Swiss AI Lab 

 

"A remarkably coherent and complete world put on screen." 

-Andrew Bujalski, Filmmaker (Computer Chess, Results, Funny 

Ha Ha) 

   



Definition:  

Digital Physics (n.) A collection of theoretical 

perspectives based on the premise that the universe is, 

at heart, describable by discrete information, and is 

therefore computable. 

 

 

Synopsis: 

Set in a hostel in the 1980s, “Digital Physics” follows 

Khatchig, a man searching for truth in mathematics, 

physics, logic, and life. As Khatchig monopolizes the 

sole computer in the hostel to make sense of a counter-

intuitive result, he has an epiphany: We may be living 

in a computer simulation. 

Khatchig sets out to find the program that will be the 

code for our universe and the Nobel laureate that will 

vindicate his work.  As his theories take him deeper 

into a questionable mental state, Khatchig must deal 

with the derision from those around him, unrequited 

love, and his own self-destructive nature. 

The concepts explored in 'Digital Physics' are based on 

the works of Gottfried Leibniz, Alan Turing, Stephen 

Wolfram, Gregory Chaitin, Albert Einstein, Ed Fredkin, 

Kurt Gödel and many other mathematicians, physicists, 

computer scientists, and philosophers.  

 

Bios: 

"Digital Physics" writer & director Jon Khanlian and 

lead actor Haig Hovnanian were classmates who grew up 

in Moorestown, a Philadelphia suburb of New Jersey.  

Both attended college in Pennsylvania, with Jon 

studying math at Elizabethtown College and Haig 

studying film at Albright College.  In 2005, Jon moved 

to the Fishtown section of Philadelphia to attend grad 

school at Temple University where he studied 



math.  Instead of being a fastidious student, Jon 

dropped out and founded Philadelphia Philms, a creative 

outlet for his interest in film and animation. Haig 

acted in some of Jon's first experimental work.   

Haig and Jon reconnected in NYC after Jon's job as an 

actuary and Haig's acting studies at New York Film 

Academy brought them to the city.  In 2010, they shot a 

two-minute “concept trailer” to garner interest and 

support for the feature film.  In 2011 Jon completed 

the “Digital Physics” screenplay, and in 2012 they 

started production on their first feature film.  In the 

style of a true method actor, Haig lived in Khatchig's 

bunk bed on set for 18 months in order to completely 

immerse himself into the depths of the main character's 

psyche.  The movie was shot over two years, with the 

bulk of principal photography taking place in the 

summer of 2012 in Jersey City and NYC. 

 

Music: 

“Digital Physics” features eight songs by German 

musician Manuel Göttsching (Ash Ra Tempel), including 

all three songs off his pioneering 1975 album 

Inventions for Electric Guitar. Göttsching's 

contemporaies include Tangerine Dream, Kraftwerk, and 

other German bands associated with the “Krautrock” 

movement which was defined by ambient, synthesizer-

based, minimalist jams.  The soundtrack’s synths 

perfectly complement the film’s retro computing 

aesthetic and make the movie feel like a lost classic 

from the 1980s that you somehow missed. (Packs of 

“Digital Physics” trading cards with gum, a film 

screening give-away, also help this cause.) 

The film also features music from Philadelphia bands 

Purling Hiss and Spacin'. Some of director Jon 

Khanlian's earliest works were music videos for his 

housemate, Mike Polizze, lead musician behind the band 

Purling Hiss.  A couple of those music videos make 



brief appearances in the film on retro television 

sets.  Jon's most recent music video for Purling Hiss 

was made in the midst of post-production work on the 

film and features a digital physics-themed aesthetic. 

Check it out here: www.digitalphysicsmovie.com/music/ 

  

Web: 

www.DigitalPhyscisMovie.com  

Twitter: @DigPhysics 

   

Premiering October 2015: 

Jersey City 

Sunday, October 18 

12:00 PM 

JCMC Museum 

Visit www.JCITFF.org for Tickets 

 

Philadelphia 

Saturday, October 24 

6:00 PM 

Franklin Institute 

Visit www.FirstGlanceFilms.com for Tickets 

 

http://www.digitalphysicsmovie.com/music/
http://www.digitalphyscismovie.com/
http://www.jcitff.org/
http://www.firstglancefilms.com/

